
February Program 
Kath Collier will give us a presentation on Azaleas. 

President’s  Message  
Ray Lee  

G 
arden Walk - 
I’ve noticed that 

a lot of the rho-

dodendrons in our garden 

have drooping leaves this year. I 

don’t find droopy leaves partic-

ularly pretty. I think leaves that 

stand out to the side or upright 

are much nicer looking. I walk 

out to the mailbox each day past 

the plants in the garden and 

wonder if the leaves were this 

droopy last year and the year 

before. Is this new this year or 

is this a normal mid-winter 

reaction from the plants going 

dormant until spring and more 

sunlight returns? What records 

should I keep about plant’s be-

haviors in the winter time or 

should I just enjoy the flowers 

as they come in the spring? A 

good example of the leaf droop 

is on our big Unique planted in 

2008. The picture with all of 

the flowers at the end of April 

in 2009 has all of the leaves 

somewhat upright and certainly 

not droopy. The picture I took 

yesterday has very droopy 

leaves and I’m not sure whether 

to be concerned or just wait to 

see what happens in the spring. 

I checked the ground around 

the roots with a moisture meter 

and it read in the middle of two 

so I don’t think it’s sitting in a 

puddle of underground water.  

Buds and bushier 

plants - Many of our 

plants have big flower buds 

and smaller leaf buds while 

some plants don’t seem to have 

any big flower buds at all. 

Should all of the plants have 

flower buds by now regardless 

of whether they bloom in Feb-

ruary or June?  As I get older it 

is more difficult to remember 

things from year to year but 

how do I decide what to write 

down and how to keep the in-

formation I may want for next 

year and the year after? In 2010 

our Flaming Star had mostly 

single buds at the end of April 

so I broke all of the single buds 

off. By the end of May most of 

the branches had two to four 

buds set for the next year. 2011 

was a banner year for flowers 

on our Flaming Star. That 

seemed to work fine for one 

year and a few plants but in 

2011 I had so many plants 

blooming from February 

through June that I lost track of 

when I should snap off single 

buds to encourage more flow-

ers and bushier plants. I would 

walk by a plant and think “If I 

snap off the buds now will I lose 

all of the flowers for next year?” 

so I did nothing. We had lots of 

flowers this last year but would 

it have been better if I had bet-

ter records of when I snapped 

off buds of each plant in the 

past? Maybe I should just let the 

plants show their flowers and 

enjoy the plants as they grow 

naturally in our garden! Would 

that just be too easy? 
Seedlings – I have two 

seedlings left from Gordon 

Wylie’s class on growing rho-

dodendrons from seed in Octo-

ber 2010 in Florence. They’re 

about 3” tall and have leaves at 

most 2” long at the top. My 

cuttings have all died and I think 

the seedlings are not far behind. 

Elections – February is 

time to select a nominating 

committee to help in electing 

new officers and board mem-

bers at our May annual meet-

ing. Please consider volunteer-

ing for the committee at the 

February meeting. 

Next meeting – Feb-

ruary 16th is our next meeting. 

Please come join us to talk 

about our favorite garden plant, 

the rhododendron. 
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February 2012 

Meeting Time/Place 

February 16 —7:00 pm 
N. Bend Housing Authority 
1700 Monroe Street 
North Bend 

Pre Meeting Dinner—
5:00 pm 
Tai’s Dynasty 

1388 Virginia, North Bend 
 

RSVP to Marjene—

marjene@hughes.net or call 

541-347-7269 

Meeting Refreshments: 

Karen Cyris 

January  Board  

Meeting 

    February 8th, 9:00 am 

    Minute Café, Bandon 

W W W . S W O R E G O N - A R S . O R G /    

http://www.sworegon-ars.org/
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Ann’s  Cor ner  
Ann Drake  
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I 
t is looking better outside.  After a long cold spell the 
weather is moderating and  we saw the sun for a bit.  
The surprise is that there is not a lot of bloom damage.  

In fact, r. strigillosum  has buds and it has never bloomed 
before.  One I am looking forward to is a hybrid from Eng-
land.  I jotted down the number into Tom’s seed list to the 
RHS in 1998 before I mailed it.  The cross is Biscuit Box  x  
r. discolor.  He was thoroughly disgusted because only a cou-
ple of things he wanted were available and here was this silly 
cross!  Well, just wait!  The plant is 6 feet tall but had been 
in too much shade but has a number of buds this year.     Inci-
dentally all of the tender . maddenii look great .   

Our program for the evening was a visit to Frank Fujioka’s 
garden  on Whidby Island  by way of France.  He was a visit-
ing speaker at the French chapter’s meeting.  His garden was 
beautifully displayed with a few humorous additions.  We 
became aware of some of his new hybrids  and the process of 
creating those beautiful specimens.  The DVD was one of-
fered by the society.   

  The only bloom on display at the meeting was camellia 
Showa-No-Sake. Companion plants, a  bright yellow 
witchhazel  and one called Diane , a reddish orange color 
were  displayed also. They are so fragrant and  cherished  
when there is a bit of sun.  Am sure  there will be some this 
February meeting.   

The give away table had a number of things:  seedling ma-
ples, rhododendron schlippenbachii and an azalea named 
Purple Dragon.  Pete Baumer conducted the plant auction in 
an interesting way. …nickel, dime and quarter??  Anyway he 
went around the room a number of times getting small 
change that eventually added up to dollars for the auction 
plants.  Everyone had a good  time scrounging in their pock-
ets and purses for money.  Some of  the plants were Silver 
Skies and Belva’s Joy . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Door prizes chrysodoron, Nancy Evans and a house plant 
calathea were won by Marjene MacIntyre, Norah Roadman 
and Mary Anker. 

Pres. Ray reminded us that we need a nominating commit-
tee in February.  Liz Hultin was elected to serve as treasurer 
for the remainder of this year and also for the next two years 
because our current treasurer was not able to continue.  
Thank you Jan for all your good work.  

 

Pete Baumer, show chairman, assured us that we will be 
able to have the same space in Pony Village Mall as we had 
last year.  The plants have been ordered and now all we 
need is good weather.  Every year the show gets better and 
better.  Be prepared to participate.  Best way to learn more 
about our passion. 

Kath Collier will be our speaker for this February meeting 
and her subject is azaleas.  This is something both she and 
Dave know a lot about.  They are in the process of moving 
their nursery to Bandon on the coast and we welcome them.   
Lots of people are looking for smaller species of plants and  
azaleas are a very good choice.  They just keep blooming.     

Chrisodoron 

Photo by Hank Helm 

Belva’s Joy 

Photo by Don Wallace 
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Across  the Kitchen Table  
Bob MacIntyre  

T 
he days are getting longer and Pete is already 

working on our Rhody show the last weekend in 

April. Spring is just about 6 weeks away. With 

that in mind, it’s time to check the fertilizer bag and if 

you need more, stock up. The 1st application this year 

will be due around President’s Day. Remember to add 

some dolomite lime or Epson salt to your fertilizer. This 

will help green up leaves,  improve root health and ab-

sorption of nutrients. 

I’m pleased to announce a new member who joined late 

January. Kathy Iler and her husband Mike belonged to 

the chapter a number of years ago and rejoined. Let’s 

welcome them back. 

Any early blooms yet? I have at least two early bloomers 

starting p . Winter Sun and R. Chrysodorom his Lord-

ship. Hopefully they will be fully open by meeting time. 

It’s February and its warming up during the day, but 

watch weather predictions closely as we can still get 

hard frosts up to late March, so don’t put away those 

tarps or plant covers in case we need them for protec-

tion. 

It’s also time to start putting out slug and snail bait. I 

have found many snail and slug eggs under boards and 

accumulated dead leaves and branches. 

Our topic this month will be evergreen azaleas given by 

Kath Collier. Kath and Dave have been growing azaleas 

for a number of years. These plants are a sadly forgot-

ten member of our Rhody genus.  

Just a reminder, we’ve had some big wind storms this 

year and you need to do some clean-up of fallen limbs, 

leaves and small branches. This not only cleans up the 

yard, but prevents hiding places for garden pests such as 

slug, snails and other insects. Also prune off any broken 

or badly damaged branches which are not completely 

broken off. These may be reattached by taping them 

back to their original site using electrical black plastic 

Unique in mid-winter 

 with droopy leaves  

Unique in late spring  

with upright leaves 

Photos cour tesy of  Ray Lee  
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February Hor t iculture  
By Jerry  Rock  
Pilchuck Chapter,  Marysvi l le ,  WA  

Future Events  

  
2012 February —Kath Collier—Azaleas 
 March — Robin Hansen—Cyclamen 
 April —Jim Smith, Show Preparation and Judging 
 April 28-29 —Southwestern Oregon Flower Show 
 May 4-8—ARS Annual Convention, Asheville, NC 
 May—Marie Woodward—Dahlias 
 Sept. 21-23—Western Regional, Coast Bastion Inn, Nanaimo, BC 
 

Time for cleanup! Heavy snows at our place broke many rhododendron branches. 

In the case of ‘green stick’ breaks, my solution was to gently scrape the edges, 

straighten the branch, and tape it with electrical tape. The electrical tape will stretch 

as the branch grows. I have successfully saved many plants in this manner. We had 

20 inches of accumulation, and the temperature dove down to 23°F. The snow 

thankfully insulated plants, but the weight did the damage. 

Ocean Lake broke off last year during heavy snow, and is now successfully healed. 


