
Mark you calendar. Our summer picnic will be held Saturday, July 10 at the
home of Wanda and Jack Hackett. More details will be coming closer to the
date.

Summer Picnic/Potluck

President’s Message
Ray Lee

The Southwestern Oregon
Chapter web site is up &
running at http://

www.sworegon-ars.org/. Bill Rus-
sell was quick to get started on the
web site after our last meeting on
May 20 th. He has even conducted a
training session for Dan Nickell &
me to get us started learning web
site design. Thank you, Bill.
I would like to encourage everyone
to look at what we have on the
web site so far & suggest additional
things that should be included. Do
you know where there is a Notable
Plant to be included on the site?

Do you have photos to share?
Should there be a link on the
web site for pictures of mem-
ber’s gardens? After all, this web
site is about us & for us so let’s
share & enjoy each other’s gar-
dens.
What can we all do to educate
the public about Rhodies & the
Southwestern Oregon Chapter
of ARS?
Please come to the early sum-
mer picnic to enjoy friendship &
Jack & Wanda Hackett’s unique
garden.
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Meeting Time/Place

No meeting until our cutting
party in September.

Regular meetings start in
October.



Ann’s Cor ner
Ann Drake

Six members of Southwestern Oregon Chapter spent Mothers Day at Shore Acres state park visiting with those who
came to see the garden on Rhododendron Sunday, an annual event. Liz Hultin, Jack and Wanda Hackett, Sven and Alice
Blomquist and Ann Drake were on hand to dispense information about our Chapter. Three tables held the 30 blooms
that Liz brought in the new stylish carriers that Tom had made her. It was a striking display. A trophy winner bloom
of Black Widow earned the title of Most Photographed Bloom. We were fortunate that Jackie Schlaf, the roving pho-
tographer of Shore Acres presented us with photographs. She creates lovely cards and gives them out on various oc-
casions to those visiting the park. The chapter has been a presence at the park for several years.

September is the month for taking cuttings and our cutting party. If you are interested in looking at the rhodys in
bloom you are invited to come by Ann's garden and make a list. Just give me a call 396-2718 or an E mail rhody-
duck@yahoo.com. Thanks Ann

Across the Kitchen Table
Bob MacIntyre

I apologize for the long delay in “The
Table” part of the newsletter. I will
try to get it up to speed soon.

In the meantime, it’s been a wet, cold
and prolonged winter with a very
short spring. If you didn’t fertilize
around Memorial Day, do so now with
a very small to moderate amount at
the drip line, not at the base or main
stem of the plants. You might con-
sider adding a small amount of dolo-
mite lime to your fertilizing since mag-
nesium and calcium are washed
through the soil by rain. This will help
with root growth and good deep
green leaves and their metabolism.

Slugs and snails are going to be a big
problem this year of long persistent
rain. Bait accordingly and try to at

least control these pests. Prun-
ing for shaping can still be done,
but time is running short for
new growth to set buds for next
year. Those of us who live in
windy areas may want to renew
a light mulch to help conserve
water and prevent stress, espe-
cially on new plants purchased
and planted this spring. If new
growth on new plants is really
droopy, give light misting to foli-
age in early morning or in the
evening to help the plant with
moisture in leaves.

Some of our members have ex-
pressed an interest in taking cut-
tings for some good forms of
our native azalea R. occidentale.

These cuttings should be taken in
early July as soft wood cuttings
and handled just like the autumn
cutting. Keep them moist, but not
wet.

Hope to see you at the picnic and
looking forward to the new year.
By the way, don’t miss the chance
to go to the western conference
in Florence in October. It’s close
and a lot of fun with some good
speakers and topics.




